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TAME Comics Presents: Science Squad - The story so far ...

Since gaining their powers our student heroes Aero,
Eco, Morph, Quantum, and T-Blaze, AKA The
Science Squad, with the help of a mysterious time-
traveling professor have used their math & science
skills to defeat an energy monster named Blackout,
and rescue a trapped boy from an environmentally
hazardous waste dump.

As our story opens the team is enjoying some
downtime visiting the Johnson Space Center.

TAME’s Mission:

Enabling Texas students to pursue careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM) by:
* Creating partnerships among educators, industry, government and families to
inform, educate and motivate students

¢ Implementing classroom and extra-curricular programs and activities
* Focusing on populations that remain underrepresented in fields of STEM
* Promoting diversity in STEM careers

For over 30 years, TAME has impacted hundreds of thousands of students through
statewide programming that encourages K-12 students to pursue careers in
science, math, technology and engineering fields.

For details about how to order additional copies, visit www.tame.org/sciencesquad.
We look forward to helping support teachers, nonprofits and professional
organizations who share an interest in STEM education and diversity. Please contact
us to learn more about how you can use Science Squad to expand your outreach
efforts.

TAME Comics Presents: Science Squad #3—July 2021.

Written by Alan J. Porter (http://alanjporter.com) Drawn by Doug Potter (https://

sites.google.com/site/douglascpotter/)

“Science Squad,” “T-Blaze,” “Aero,” “Eco,” “Quantum,” “Morph” and all other characters
used in this comic are © Texas Alliance for Minorities in Engineering. All rights reserved.
This comic may not be reproduced in whole, or any part, in any form, without the
express written permission of TAME.



' WONDER HOW
MUCH POWER IS NEEDED
TO KEEP A PLACE LIKE

THAT OPERATING?

70 SEE HOW
ITSALL PUT
TOGETHER.

IT SEEMS LIKE AN
INTERESTING IDEA, BUT I'M
NOT SURE IT WILL WORK IN
PRACTICE.

YOU MAY GET YOUR
WISH SOONER THAN
YOU BARGAINED FOR,

THERES TROUBLE

NEEDED

THE PROFESSOR -
OMNISCIENT SCIENTIST
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AT THE REAL LUNAR
BASE AND THE TAME
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ARE YOU
KIDDING ME?
THERES NO AIR
UP THERE!
SOUNDS
LIKE FUN.

OK, PROFESSOR
LETS GO CHECK
ITOUT.
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GREENHOUSE MODULE:
LOSS OF PRESSURE, TWO
PANELS BREACHED
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R DOME HAS PARTIALLY | COMMS WE HAVE IS
: ’ HYDROPONICS "™\ cOLLAPSED ON TOP OF | THE LOW POWER SUIT-
‘ N A% PLANTS 106G ) "4 TReE s | TOSUITSYSTEM
MOISTURE. SURFACE VEHICLES,

WHICH HAVE SUSTAINED
SOME IMPACT DAMAGE.
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MAIN POWER IS OUT.

BACKUP POWER STILL A
ONLINE TO GIVE L 2
EMERGENCY LIFE SUP- N )
PORT, BUT IT WiLL ONLY JNEL S

LAST FOR 4 HOURS.
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WELCOME TO YOUR
FUTURE, SCIENCE SQUAD

FROM HOBSON AND

ANDERSON? GET ME
A STATUS CHECK ON
B\ THEM AS SOON AS

YOU OF ALL
PEOPLE, AMY, K .

I'lL RETURN

WHEN NEEDED , y




WHAT WAS THEIR
LAST REPORTED
>, POSITION?
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WE CAN HEAR EACH
OTHER SO SUIT COMMS

ARE OK, BUT MAIN COM-
MUNICATION WITH OPERA- )

WHAT WAS THAT? DID
SOMETHING IMPACT ON
THE SURFACE?

SO WHOS

P>
GOING TO HELP /
US WITH THAT? /|

7 AT THIS STAGE
YOUR GUESS IS AS
GOOD AS MINE.




OUR PRIORITY

GETTING SYSTEMS BACK ON THIS WILL TAKE TIME.
LINE SO WE CAN FIND OUT THERE ARE SO MANY
WHERE OUR MISSING SYSTEMS TO TEST,
ASTRONAUTS ARE, AND IF -
THEY NEED ASSISTANCE,

WHERE IN THE
BLAZES DID YOU
MAYBE | COME FROM? WHAT
CAN HELP
WITH THAT.

OK, THATS
IMPRESSIVE. LETS
START WORK.
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YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT & JZ
THE DAMAGED VEHICLES IN THE

BAY BEING NONOPERATIONAL.
WE'LL NEED THEM TO HELP
FIND THE MISSING ASTRONAUTS

INAND ASSIST WITH REPAIRS .

LET ME GUESS,
YOU'VE GOT A PARTY
TRICK TOO .

QUANTUM:
MAKER OF MACHINES

WELL THAT WAS
PRETTY COOL, I'lL
GIVE YOU THAT.
D\ NOW SuIT up.

IF WE CAN GET
THESE STRUCTURAL
BEAMS OFF AND
RETRACTED THEN

| THINK WE CAN
N RESEAL THE BAY.

WITH IT SEALED WE
CAN GET RID OF THESE
BULKY SUITS, WHICH WILL
MAKE IT A LOT EASIER TO
MOVE AROUND AND GET
REPAIRS DONE QUICKER,
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TO KEEP OUR AN AND GETTING THE
S SUPPLIES BACK ON LINE

P. A
N% 7 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,
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AND DRINK TO SUSTAIN WE'LL WORK é . /A
ENERGY LEVELS. ON REPAIRING THE ;K ! /

] GREENHOUSE. ‘}g \ x
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| CAN HELP
YALL WITH
THAT ONE.

| THEODORE JOSEPH "TJ” ROGERS
ECO- PROTECTOR OF THE LAND )
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WHAT DO
THEY CALL

JOHN CHOGAN
AERO- POWER OF FLIGHT

THERE HAS TO
BE A BETTER WAY TO
DO THIS SO WE CAN
USE FOUR HANDS

INSTEAD OF TWO .
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CAN YOU FIND
THE 12 WORDS IN THIS
LIST IN THE JUMBLE OF

LETTERS IN THIS
COMMUNICATION
GRID?




FUTURE ENGINEERS,

AS AN ENGINEER YOU WILL NEED
OBSERVATION SKILLS! SEE IF YOU CAN
SPOT THE DIFFERENCES IN THESE
TWO PANELS!
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FILL IN THE BLANK

SQUARES SO THAT EACH
NUMBER, 1 TO 9, APPEARS
IN EVERY COLUMN, ROW,

AND BLOCK OF THE

COMPLETED PUZZLE.
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ASTRONAUTS
LOST IN THE LUNAR
LAVA TUNNEL
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WOW THESE EMERGENCY
SURVIVAL SYSTEM SUITS ARE
SO MUCH EASIER TO WORK IN.
BUT WHY DO WE NEED TO ‘

|~ JUST A PRECAUTION
IN CASE ONE OF THE REPAIRS
FAILS AND WE GET AN ATMO-
SPHERIC LEAK. PLUS IT KEEPS US
IN RADIO CONTACT WITH THE
m REST OF THE TEAM, 8

N

KEEP THE HELMETS ON?

NEED ONE TO GO HELP
FIND THE LOST ASTRO-

NICE SAVE, MORPH.
WHAT ARE YOU DOING
OUT HERE?

MAKES SENSE,
I'LL SEE IF THE
COMMS TEAM
NEEDS AN

I'lL COME WITH YOU. I .
KNOW THE SYSTEMS IN THE )
ENTRANCE MODULE.

VEHICLES OPERATIONAL
WE NEED THEM.
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OK I GOT US
THIS FAR, NOW WHAT

THERES NO WAY
WE CAN GET
THROUGH THAT. WE
NEED TO FIND
ANOTHER WAY OUT,

| SUGGEST THAT WE
HEAD FOR THE UNEX-
PLORED SEGMENT. THERE
MAY BE A WAY OUT.

[ DON'T KNOW...
MAYBE WE JUST USE
UR IMAGINATION. =%




WHATS THE STATUS
ON THESE? | NEED A

TRANSPORT TO HELP
OUT WITH THE GREEN-
HOUSE REPAIRS.

I'M WORKING BUT THINGS WOULD
AS QUICKLY AS ' GO A LOT FASTER IF

POSSIBLE, P 3
CENTLEVEN WE POOLED OUR RE-

WE ALSO NEED
L[ oneToMmovE
THE COMMS

\
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HEY AERQ
HOWS IT LOOKING
UP THERE?

IT SHOULD BE
00D 10 GO, BUT IT
NEEDS POWER.
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WE ARE ALL SET TO GO, BUT

NOW WE NEED YOUR HELPSO
WE CAN GET ALL THE COMMS
CHANNELS WORKING AGAIN,

YOU CAN THANK
QUANTUM FOR THAT. SHE
RIGGED UP A THRUSTER
SO | WOULDN'T BE EARTH, |
MEAN MOON BOUNDR

YOU TWO CAN
CATCH UP LATER. WE'VE ALSO
COMPLETED REPAIRS, BUT WE NEED
SOMETHING TO GIVE US A TEMPORARY
5. JOLT OF POWER TO GET THINGS

=, GOING AGAIN,

THAT SHOULD
GIVE YOU WHAT
YOU NEED

HEY IT JUST OCCURRED
TO ME THAT YOU'RE FLYING
ABOUT WHEN THERE ISN'T
AN ATMOSPHERE. HOW DID
YOU PULL THAT OFF?

I'VE NO IDEA WHAT Y'ALL
DID BACK THERE, BUT THE
COMMS ARRAY JUST LIT UP
[IKE A CHRISTMAS TREE.




333 2 ENYs
AT LEAST THE BATTERY
BACKUP KEPT THE RED AND
BLUE LEDS FUNCTIONING TO
HELP WITH SUSTAINING I'M GUESSING THAT
PHOTOSYNTHESIS . /" THERMAL MASS AND VAPOR
77| PRESSURE OF THE PLANTS BEING
/ IN HYDROPONIC BEDS HELPED
PREVENT A TOTAL FREEZE WHEN
THE STRUCTURE LOST
PRESSURE.

THESE WILL HELP
us MAKE THE
TEMPORARY REPAIRS
MORE PERMANENT.

LETS SEE HOW GOOD

STAND BY TO REPRESSURIZE
THE MODULE. LETS HOPE
ECO IS RIGHT AND THE

PLANTS SURVIVE. _A#




THANKS, WE BUT WE WHERE ARE

s COULDN'T HAVE AREN'T ALL ANTUM AND
?M GOTTEN THESE REPAIRS HERE. U Mong;
[\ DONE SO QUICKLY

f%(‘é&}; TCE Jop WITHOUT YOU : S
@

N\
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EVERYONE, Ly \{2/

 J
WE ARE TRACKING THE LOSTS
( ASTRONAUTS. WE WILL NEED

ANOTHER VEHICLE TO HELP
TRANSPORT EVERYONE
BACK TO THE BASE,

WHERE'S MORH?
WHY ISN'T SHE
WITH YOU? ‘ (




WHERE ARE

THEY ARE ON
THEIR WAY, | KNOW
~ \WHERE THEY'LL BE,

WE TAKE THE
LEFT ONE. IT IS
ON THE HIGH

ST MY
IMAGINATION OR AR
WE HEADING IN THE

=" SOMETIMES IT
(" TAKES BOTH SCIENCE
AND IMAGINATION TO




OR HOW NO NEED TO THANK
| STILL HAVE NO YOU DO WHAT us. IT WAS AN EXPERIENCE
IDEA WHERE YOU KIDS BUT WE ARE WE'LL NEVER FORGET.
CAME FROM. ALL GRATEFUL. -

S

YOUR HELP WAS
N INVALUABLE.

WOULD YOU
ALL SIGN THIS

B G e
WELL ITS GOOD THAT A BU F
DONE, SCIENCE, T0 BE HOME. KIDS LIKE US WOULD GET TO
SQUAD 2 0 OME COOPERATE WITH REAL LIFE
ASTRONAUTS LIVING ON
THE MOON? s




THANKS

This issue of Science Squad would not have been possible without the
enthusiastic contributions of the Year 3 students from the WEX Foundation’s
space-STEM Lunar Caves Analog Test Sites (LCATS) program. Their story ideas,

suggestions, and lunar habitat design ideas were invaluable.

For more information on the LCATS program check out their website at https://
www.wexfoundation.org/lcats.html
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Emelia Castillo
Mariama Diallo
Katelyn Duran
Michael Elizondo
Tlali Engrav
Nicole Gardner

Joseph Gibson

2017 San Antonio TexPREP LCATS Kickoff Event

September 9th, 2017
www.wexfoundation.org/lcats.html

Krishna Gurung
Ansh Jakatimath
Nilo Mackey
Bradford Maulden
Carlos Medina
Anthony Meyer

Cayden Moy

Jacinda Navarro
Clarissa Poy

Paula Reilly

Nicholas Rodriguez
Jessica Romero
Alinne Romero-Torres

Brenda Romero-Torres

Briana Saenz

Natalie Sherman

Milin Tunsiricharoengul
Aravind Udayakumar
Tessa Uviedo

Agustin Valdes Martinez



TAME would like to thank the following
collaborators for their generous sup-
port of this comic book.

JFOUNDATION

ADVANCING CAREERS IN SPACE

Lunar Caves Analog Test

The material contained in this document is based
upon work supported by a National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) grant or
cooperative agreement. Any opinions, findings,
conclusions or recommendations expressed in
this material are those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the views of NASA.
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www.tame.org

email: programs@tame.org



